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Discovering and Displaying Watershed Topology
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The Watershed
Boundary Dataset
(WBD) defines the areal
extent of surface water
drainage to a point,
accounting for all land
and surface areas.
Watershed Boundaries
are determined solely
upon science-based
hydrologic principles,
not favoring any
administrative
boundaries or special
projects, nor particular
program or agency. The
intent of defining
Hydrologic Units (HU)
for the Watershed
Boundary Dataset is to
establish a base-line
- . drainage boundary

. | | framework, accounting
e g for all land and surface
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areas. At a minimum,
the WED is being
delineated and
georeferenced to the USGS 1:24,000 scale topographic base map meeting Mational Map Accuracy Standards (NMAS). Hydrologic
units are given a Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC). For example, a hydrologic region has a 2-digit HUC. A HUC describes where the unit
is in the country and the level of the unit.
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